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A. Relevance of the Above - identified Document 

This document has relevance to claims 1-17 of the 
present application . 

B . Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 
[PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED BY THE DEVICE] 

An object of the present device is to provide a 
new commodity purchase system which enables customers 
to easily perform a commodity reserving, purchasing or 
ordering process, which is conventionally troublesome, 
and to conveniently reserve, purchase or order a 
commodity with the effective use of a POS system which 
is a computer network for use in unified management and 
administration of services including stocking and 
selling commodities, adopted by, for example, 
convenience stores being widespread in recent years. 
[0004] 

[MEANS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM] 

A commodity purchase system according to the 
present device is made up of an order placing terminal 
device, a checkout terminal device, a coupon issuing 
device and a central processing device. More 
specifically, the order placing terminal device is 
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provided with: an input device for inputting a 
commodity code of a commodity to be purchased and order 
details, such as a quantity of commodity; a display 
device for displaying the order details inputted to the 
input device; an order card issuing device for issuing 
an order card including descriptions of at least an 
order date, an expiry date, a commodity code, an order 
price and an order-number barcode according to the 
order details, and a storage device for storing order 
data corresponding to the order details for a 
predetermined period of time. The checkout terminal 
device optically reads the order number from the order- 
number barcode printed on the order card, then obtains 
a payment for the order price corresponding to the 
order number from the order placing terminal device, 
and confirms the settlement of the payment for the 
order price, thereafter finalizing the order data of 
the order number stored in the storage device of the 
order placing device so as to maintain the finalized 
data even after a lapse of the predetermined period of 
time. The coupon issuing device issues a coupon 
corresponding to the finalized order data of the order 
number stored in a storage device of the checkout 
terminal device. The central processing device 

receives the finalized order data of the order number 
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via a general -purpose or exclusive-use communications 
line and processes it. 
[0009] 

A commodity purchase system according to the 
present device further includes a software rewriting 
device, and allows the order placing terminal device to 
further include a storage medium confirmation device. 
This allows a customer to conveniently rewrite music 
software, game software, etc., at a neighboring 
convenience store or the like, without going to a 
specific place, such as a record shop, a toy shop, a 
toy section of a department store, etc. Moreover, the 
commodity purchase system according to the present 
device can store, in the storage device of the order 
placing terminal device, customer's own data which is 
selected from among all the order details inputted to 
the input device of the order placing terminal device, 
by number card inserted to a card reader. Accordingly, 
from the second time onward when the user wishes to 
retrieve the customer's own data corresponding to the 
number card, the customer only needs to insert the 
number card to the card reader, thus simplifying 
customer's input operation. 
[0018] 

When an order card 7 is issued, a customer hands 
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it to a clerk at a cashier. The clerk then uses a 
barcode reader 3a to read an order number barcode 7e 
printed on the order card 7, thereby inputting the 
order number to a checkout terminal device 3 . The 
checkout terminal device 3 retrieves order data 
corresponding to the order number from a storage device 
2d of an order placing terminal device 2 . When payment 
in cash is selected, the checkout terminal device 3 
reads an order price for the payment and displays the 
amount it should receive as the payment. When the 
payment is settled or has already been settled by card, 
the checkout terminal device 3 advises the storage 
device 2d via a control device 2e of the order placing 
terminal device 2 that the order of the order number is 
finalized so that the storage device 2d maintains the 
order data. At the same time, as shown in Figure 3, 
the checkout terminal device 3 instructs a coupon 
issuing device 4 to issue a coupon 8 reflecting the 
order details. The coupon 8 thus issued is handed to 
the customer, thereby completing a purchase order 
placing process. 
[0025] 

Further, the storage device 2e of the order 
placing device 2 can store customer's own data, such as 
customer's name, address and telephone number, on a 
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customer-by-customer basis. The customer's own data is 
stored as follows: the customer inserts a number card 
(not shown) received at a cashier to a card reader 2g 
of the order placing terminal device 2, thereby 
inputting order details including the customer's own 
data to the input device 2a; then only the customer's 
own data is recorded in a numbered section which is 
associated with the number in the number card. 
Accordingly, from the second time onward when the 
customer needs to retrieve the customer's own data from 
the storage device 2d and input it to the input device 
2a, this can be done by simply inserting the number 
card to the card reader 2g for reading, thereby 
simplifying customer' s order placing operation, while 
enhancing the utilization factor of the present 
commodity purchase system. 
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